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Closing Quotations with Correctly Placed Punctuation

Most academics and scientists are well aware that direct quotations must be
enclosed in quotation marks except when they are displayed as block quotations
and that the marks of punctuation used when introducing a quotation should be
carefully chosen to present the borrowed material in the most effective manner.
However, there tends to be considerable confusion regarding the punctuation that
should be used immediately after direct quotations, a situation that leads to
inconsistencies of various kinds at the end of quotations despite the fact that a
tidy and consistent approach is what is needed in publishable scholarly writing.

Punctuation is not always required after a direct quotation, so there are instances
in which the normal flow of a sentence can continue without punctuation, as in the
following example: the guide advises that ‘every quotation should be checked for
accuracy’ when proofreading a document. However, some form of punctuation is
often needed immediately after quoted material. A sentence that finishes with a
quotation must, like any other sentence, be closed with final punctuation, and a
sentence that continues after the quotation it contains may require a comma or
other punctuation mark immediately after the quotation. A full stop or comma
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that follows a quotation is usually placed inside the closing quotation mark in
Arnerican english and in most ficiion and journalism, whether American or British,
as these examples demonstrate:

 The guide advises that ‘every quotation should be checked for accuracy.’

+ Had the guide advised that ‘every quotation should be checked for accuracy,’ |
would have proofread the quotations more carefully.

In British English, on the other hand, the full stop or comma is sometimes placed
inside and sometimes outside the closing quotation mark depending on the
nature of the quotation in relation to the structure of the entire sentence. If, for
instance, you quote the end of a sentence, the full stop from that sentence would
be included within the quotation mark, but if the borrowed text comes from the
middle of a sentence, you would add your own full stop after the closing quotation
mark. If the guidelines provided by a publisher indicate which of these two
methods should be used for final punctuation associated with a quotation, follow

them precisely and consistently throughout your document.

Colons, semicolons, dashes and parentheses normally appear outside closing
quotation marks regardless of the method you are using. The only exception is
when one of these pieces of punctuation is actually present in the source you have
quoted, in which case it should be included within the closing quotation mark. The
same principle applies to question and exclamation marks, and with these bits of
punctuation, placement can significantly alter the meaning of a quotation and the
sentence containing it. Notice, for instance, the difference in meaning between the
following two examples:

* He actually meant it when he said, ‘So without patients the hospital would run
much more smoothly?

* He actually meant it when he said, ‘So without patients the hospital would run
much more smoothly?’

The placement of punctuation after a quotation will also depend upon the format
of the reference that follows the quotation. Parenthetical in-text references for
embedded quotations usually precede any punctuation that follows a quotation,
as the reference does in this example: the guide advises that ‘every quotation
should be checked for accuracy’ (Smith 2013, p.6). When a quotation is displayed,
the parenthetical reference may precede or follow the closing punctuation.
Footnote or endnote numbers, on the other hand, generally follow the closing
punctuation - the guide advises that ‘every quotation should be checked for
accuracy'l - while the numbers used for numerical references may precede or
follow such punctuation depending on the specific guidelines you are using.
Whichever method you use should be applied consistently in every relevant
instance in your document.
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Why our Journal Article Editing and Proofreading Services?

Our dedicated team of jouinal editors and proofreaders will give you more
confidence in the work that you submit after benefiting from our journal
proofreading and editing services. The author instructions provided by academic
and scientific journals must be followed with precision when preparing a scholarly
article for publication or the paper may be rejected without serious consideration
of its content; the same problem can arise if an article written in the English
language contains too may grammar, spelling and punctuation errors. Our
academic and scientific journal editors and proofreaders can help you to ensure
that this does not happen to your articles by resolving any problems with your
language, adjusting your formatting and references to conform consistently to
journal requirements and correcting simple typing errors. Learn more about our
journal article proofreading and editing services for researchers across all
academic and scientific journals.

Proof-Reading-Service.com provides wide-ranging proofreading and editing
services for the authors of academic, scientific and professional documents. Our
academic and scientific proofreaders and editors are highly educated in many
different subject areas and carefully trained to work on documents of all kinds, so
whatever sort of document you are writing, we have the experience and expertise
to help you improve its grammar, spelling, punctuation, references and formatting
until they are polished to perfection. Examples of the many kinds of academic and
scientific documents we frequently proofread and edit are listed below, but if the
sort of document you are currently writing is not mentioned here, please contact
us, as we are sure to have an expert proofreader ready to assist you.

Journal Articles Learn More

Scientific Papers Learn More

Books [earn More
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Theses & Dissertations Learn More

Conference Papers Learn More
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All Other Papers and Documents Learn More

Academic and Scientific Translation Services Learn More

© 2006 - 2016 Proof-Reading-Service.com, Devonshire Business Centre, Works Road,



http://www.proof-readi ng-service.conyer/bl og/cl osi ng-quotati ons-correctl y- pl aced- punctuati ory

Letchworth Garden City, SG6 1GJ, Hertfordshire, United Kingdom, All Rights Reserved.
Cusioim website design and aevelopment powered by the New Possibilities Group

English



