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Citing a single source in a parenthetical author-date reference is relatively
straightforward in most cases. Whether the source has only one author or several
authors, the author name(s) should be provided along with the year of publication:
(Smith, 2013) or (Smith, Jones & Thompson, 2012). Depending on the guidelines
followed, the punctuation between the final author name and the date might be
omitted (Smith 2013), or the word ‘and’ might be substituted for the ampersand
when more than one author is involved (Smith, Jones and Thompson, 2012), but
the general presentation is the same. However, when two or more references are
enclosed within a single set of parentheses, matters are a little more complicated.
Punctuation must clearly separate the different sources, which should be arranged
in a specific and consistent order when preparing publishable scholarly
documents.
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If you need to provide references to two or more works by the same author within
a single set or parentheses, the dates should be arranged chronologically after the

publication date to the most recent, as in (Taylor, 1992, 1997, 2001, 2005), or from
the most recent publication date to the earliest, as in (Taylor, 2005, 2001, 1997,
1992), will work. The author instructions provided by publishers will sometimes
indicate which is preferable, but even if they do not, clustered sources should not
be listed in a random or disorganised fashion, so (Taylor, 2001, 1997, 1992, 2005)
would never be appropriate. Whichever arrangement you want or need to use
should be used consistently throughout your document, including when you list
several sources written by the same group of authors in a single set of
parentheses: (Smith, Jones & Thompson, 1985, 1997, 2003, 2012). The
chronological order used for your in-text citations should match the order used
when listing the same sources in your reference list.

If references to several sources written by different authors are provided within a
single set of parentheses, the individual references are normally separated by
semicolons and in most cases arranged alphabetically according to the authors’
surnames: (Beedle, 2013; Jacobson, 2011; McNabb, 2001; McNabb & Jones, 1999;
Taylor, 1992, 1997). Occasionally, such clustered references are instead arranged
chronologically by publication date, usually from the earliest to the most recent
publication, so the group of references listed above would take this form: (Taylor,
1992, 1997; McNabb & Jones, 1999; McNabb, 2001; Jacobson, 2011; Beedle, 2013).
The order can be inverted, however, placing the most recent publication first. A
different arrangement may be required for particular situations and specific
reasons - because, for instance, the source actually quoted in a sentence is cited
first, though alphabetically or chronologically it would not come first - but
otherwise the order chosen should be used consistently throughout a document.

If two or more sources with the same date and written by the same author(s) are
cited, they need to be distinguished, and this is generally done by adding a
lowercase letter to each date regardless of which author-date referencing style
you are using: (Beedle, 2013a, 2013b) and (Smith, Jones & Thompson, 20123,
2012b, 2012c) are good examples. These letters should appear along with the
dates every time you cite the relevant sources as well as in the final list of
references so that the in-text citations match and accurately lead readers to the
correct sources in your list. In fact, everything about the author and date
information provided through in-text references must correspond exactly with the
same information in the accompanying list, so author surnames and publication
dates should always be carefully compared between the in-text citations and the
list of references to ensure absolute accuracy and consistency before you submit
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your work for publication.

Why our Journal Article Editing and Proofreading Services?

Our dedicated team of journal editors and proofreaders will give you more
confidence in the work that you submit after benefiting from our journal
proofreading and editing services. The author instructions provided by academic
and scientific journals must be followed with precision when preparing a scholarly
article for publication or the paper may be rejected without serious consideration
of its content; the same problem can arise if an article written in the English
language contains too may grammar, spelling and punctuation errors. Our
academic and scientific journal editors and proofreaders can help you to ensure
that this does not happen to your articles by resolving any problems with your
language, adjusting your formatting and references to conform consistently to
journal requirements and correcting simple typing errors. Learn more about our
journal article proofreading and editing services for researchers across all
academic and scientific journals.

Proof-Reading-Service.com provides wide-ranging proofreading and editing
services for the authors of academic, scientific and professional documents. Our
academic and scientific proofreaders and editors are highly educated in many
different subject areas and carefully trained to work on documents of all kinds, so
whatever sort of document you are writing, we have the experience and expertise
to help you improve its grammar, spelling, punctuation, references and formatting
until they are polished to perfection. Examples of the many kinds of academic and
scientific documents we frequently proofread and edit are listed below, but if the
sort of document you are currently writing is not mentioned here, please contact
us, as we are sure to have an expert proofreader ready to assist you.

Journal Articles Learn More

Scientific Papers Learn More

Books Learn More

Manuscripts Learn More

Theses & Dissertations Learn More

Conference Papers Learn More

Reports Learn More

All Other Papers and Documents Learn More

Academic and Scientific Translation Services Learn More
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