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Writing from a Wide Perspective for an International Audience

The authors of most scholarly writing produced in the English language today

anticipate or at least hope for an international audience, yet not all academic and

scientific authors widen their perspective and adjust their prose accordingly while

preparing articles for publication in journals that appeal to readers all over the

world. Neglecting this vital aspect of successful scholarship in the early twenty-first

century can limit both the audience your writing reaches and the comprehension

and citation of your work on the part of those readers who do encounter your

text. Fortunately, there are some practical strategies that can be used to make

your writing clear and accessible for an international audience of scholars and

more general readers alike.

The language you use throughout your paper and especially in the initial

descriptions of your research and its context should always be chosen with an

international audience in mind. It is necessary, for instance, to avoid biases, which

can occur in terms of race, nationality, sex/gender, class, education, age and many

other factors. Sexist language must be avoided at all times, and so must the
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your exact meaning to all readers. ‘In our area’ and ‘in local universities’ are classic

examples of vague descriptions that will not convey the necessary information to

your readers (particularly those from other contexts and areas) unless you first

identify the area you are working in and give the location of those universities.

Words and phrases that describe your research, its participants and its context

with absolute precision will prove most effective and also help you avoid

unintentional expressions of bias.

Conversely, your language should not be so specific to one country or region that

its meaning will not be fully understood by international readers. Currency and

educational systems are good examples of topics for which you should provide

not only specific information relevant to the original locality, but also careful

enough explanations of the specifics to make them clear to readers who are not

familiar with that locality and its culture. For instance, a ‘first-year student’ in

Britain is a ‘freshman’ in the United States, and while the first term is

self-explanatory, the second may not be clear to readers outside of the US. It is

always a good idea to use words that will be universally understood, such as

‘mobile phone’ instead of ‘mobile’ (used in Britain) or ‘cell’ (used in the US), or to

provide a brief explanation when first using any potentially unclear or ambiguous

term: you might mention, for instance, that ‘petrol’ in Britain is the fuel known as

‘gas’ or ‘gasoline’ in the US.

Dates recorded as numerals only can be particularly confusing in an international

context: ‘10/11/14,’ for example, is 10 November 2014 in British English, but

October 11, 2014 in American English, and without further context, there is no way

for readers to know which date is intended. A Roman numeral can be used for the

month, as in ‘10.xi.14,’ which eliminates the possibility of confusing day with

month, or the date system established by the International Organization for

Standardization can be adopted, in which case the order of the numerals would be

year-month-day and the format would be ‘2014-11-10.’ Whatever method of

recording dates you choose to use, it will be most effective for your readers if you

explain it briefly and apply it consistently throughout your document.

Why our Journal Article Editing and Proofreading Services?

Our dedicated team of journal editors and proofreaders will give you more

confidence in the work that you submit after benefiting from our journal

proofreading and editing services. The author instructions provided by academic

and scientific journals must be followed with precision when preparing a scholarly

article for publication or the paper may be rejected without serious consideration
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English

academic and scientific journal editors and proofreaders can help you to ensure

that this does not happen to your articles by resolving any problems with your

language, adjusting your formatting and references to conform consistently to

journal requirements and correcting simple typing errors. Learn more about our

journal article proofreading and editing services for researchers across all

academic and scientific journals.

Proof-Reading-Service.com provides wide-ranging proofreading and editing

services for the authors of academic, scientific and professional documents. Our

academic and scientific proofreaders and editors are highly educated in many

different subject areas and carefully trained to work on documents of all kinds, so

whatever sort of document you are writing, we have the experience and expertise

to help you improve its grammar, spelling, punctuation, references and formatting

until they are polished to perfection. Examples of the many kinds of academic and

scientific documents we frequently proofread and edit are listed below, but if the

sort of document you are currently writing is not mentioned here, please contact

us, as we are sure to have an expert proofreader ready to assist you.

Journal Articles Learn More

Scientific Papers Learn More

Books Learn More

Manuscripts Learn More

Theses & Dissertations Learn More

Conference Papers Learn More

Reports Learn More

All Other Papers and Documents Learn More

Academic and Scientific Translation Services Learn More
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